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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
October 5,2019 

Hilton Garden Inn, Niagara-on-the-Lake ON 
 

Opening Remarks 
NNAC President Cindy Dixon opened the conference with housekeeping items: fire exits, rest 
room facilities and a request that if you don’t want to be in a picture to please remove yourself 
from the situation.  
 
Pauline Miller, President NOTL welcomed delegates to the conference. Pauline gave delegates 
an overview of her club and the region. She recognized the area and its First Nations people, 
Niagara-on-the Lake as the first capital of Upper Canada and its involvement with the 
underground railway. Pauline also thanked delegates for coming and wished us a pleasant stay 
in the region.    
 
Cindy Dixon, President NNAC gave a brief history of where Newcomers was started and where it 
is today. This included information about NNAC member clubs; Kelowna Newcomers being the 
largest, there are a number of co-ed clubs and an all male club in Victoria, BC.  
She acknowledged our club volunteers, the organizing committee of NOTL, our premier sponsor 
Cooperators Insurance and outgoing NNAC Board. Also, thank you for the Friday Evening social.        
 
Icebreaker, lead by Past President Ellie Siekierski, was ‘speed dating’. A great way to get to know 
other delegates.  
 
Roundtable Discussions 
Delegates split into six groups, selected a topic, discussed amongst themselves then presented 
their discussion to the entire conference. See separate document with summaries of notes 
provided.  
 
Guest Speaker 
Bill Redelmeier, President Southbrook Organic Vineyards spoke to delegates about how the 
vineyard came to be. Starting from a vegetable producing farm, it grew into a vineyard and 
continues to evolve.       
    

 
Business Meeting 
Call to Order: 

1. President Cindy Dixon called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm ET 
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a. The President welcomed delegates again to the conference and thanked the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake club for organizing an excellent conference. 

b. She outlined to the group that NNAC is a registered not for profit entity in Canada 
meaning that we are governed by Industry Canada’s guidelines and required to 
file income tax with CRA.  

c. The President then called for nominations from the floor to be added to the slate 
of officers, none were forthcoming. 

d. She provided a brief synopsis of the President’s report, copy attached. The major 
activity of the past year was a complete revamp of the website, necessitated due 
to being hacked. The club begins its new term on solid financial footing and noted 
that wherever possible internal resources have been used to mitigate 
expenditures.  The Financial reports covering the year September 1, 2018 to 
August 31, 2019 have been reviewed by an independent CPA, confirming the 
club’s financial standing. 
 

Secretary’s Report: 
2. Minutes from the October 2018 were tabled, copy attached.  No questions, omissions or 

errors were noted. 
Motion: That the minutes of the October 14,2018 be approved (Karen Williams, 
Peterborough Newcomers/Sandy York, London Newcomers Alumnae) Motion 
carried. 
 

Financial Report: 
3. On behalf of Treasurer Tricia Brown, President Cindy Dixon presented the reviewed 

statements, copy attached, and asked for questions.  Clarification of the terms BOY and 
EOY was asked, these standing for beginning of year (BOY), and end of year (EOY), no 
further questions. 

Motion: That the reviewed financial statements for September 1, 2018 to August 
31, 2019 be approved (Gail Cooke, Burlington Newcomers/ Ruth Collison, Glacier 
Newcomers Alumnae) Motion carried. 
 

New Business: 
4. The slate of officers as attached was presented, there having been no nominations from 

the floor. Also it was noted that the position of Past President is an appointed position 
and is not voted on. Following are the candidates for the 2019/2020 Board of Directors: 

 
President: Suzanne Brett Welsh (London, Ontario) 
Registrar/Treasurer: Tricia Brown (Regina, Saskatchewan) 
Membership: Ruth Collison (Glacier, British Columbia) 
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Secretary: Heather Lynch (Peterborough, Ontario) 
Newsletter Editor: Edwina Kohler (Ottawa, Ontario) 
Website Editor: Deborah Mayes (Calgary, Alberta) 
Member-at-Large: Deena Khonje (Glacier, British Columbia) 
Eastern Regional Director: Beryl Keilty (Truro, Nova Scotia) 
Central Regional Director: Lynn Taylor (Burlington, Ontario) 
Western Regional Director: Deanna Hebert (Calgary, Alberta) 

   
Motion: The proposed slate of officers be approved (Charlene Brooks, Vancouver 
Newcomers Alumnae/Malcolm Young, Peterborough Newcomers Alumni) Motion 
carried. 
 

Electronic Voting: 
5. The NNAC bylaws allow for electronic voting, clubs have been contacted over the past 

month with the three motions and offering them the ability to vote electronically.  22 
were represented at the conference of which 6 voted in advance while an additional 16 
clubs voted electronically, totalling 38 clubs voting on the motions, well above the 
quorum of 32 clubs.    
 

Upcoming Conferences: 
6. The 2019 AGM will be a conference call, date to be determined and must be held before 

the end of October 2020. 
7. The 2021 AGM will be an attended conference; clubs are invited to consider hosting. 

 
Adjournment: 

8. The meeting was adjourned at 2:38 pm ET on a Motion made by Bonnie Barber, Ottawa 
Newcomers Alumnae Club. 
 

To close the day delegates provided their comments, asked questions of the Board and what 
other clubs were doing in described situations. Cindy indicated the three most common subjects 
she receives questions about are: club conflicts, bylaws and insurance.   
 
Club Winners: 
Burlington Newcomers sent the most delegates to the annual general meeting while two 
members of the Glacier Newcomers Alumnae travelled from Comox BC on Vancouver Island the 
furthers. Both clubs will receive free membership with NNAC for the 2020-2021 membership 
year.   

 


